
Clubs Likc Deserts Yesterday,
JNcw "Dicky Birds" Proving

Not Popular.

SOFT DRINKS MAY GO. TOO

Pocket Trade Grows Brisk, and
Will Bc in Full Swing by

Xcxt Week.

Except for those flnmlng concoctlons
thrown together by private ldeboard
nmateurs, there wero no hlghballs or

othor mlxed and fancy drlnks for tho
thlrsty folk of Richmond yesterday.
Throughout Vlrglnla. club life wns not

unllkp a desert. The Byrd hlll, whlch
the Governor slgned on Frlday, pro-
hlblta the dlspenslng of Intoxlcnnts in
bona flde pstabllshment., nnd wlthout
exceptlon the local lnstltutlons obeyed
rc .piously. but fallcd to show that
.amo spirit In dlscusslng nnd de-
oouncing nn act whlch cuts Into "the
llhTtles of tho human race."

Mny Go After Sodnwntcr, Too

Thc more arlstocratic element nt tho
Westmoreland nnd the Commonwealth
was deprlved of Its appetizer. The Sun¬
day hablt In those clubs has not been
abiised all theso years, and membors
thought no moro of a toddy there than
1hfy did In tbo sanctity of the homo.
But everythlng Is changed nowndays.
Soft drlnks wero offered to strong
men, to be turned away wlth a slgh of
fllsgust nnd a wall at tho law, nnd

by mutual consent they started white
ribbon llfe tindcr tho nnme of "Dicky
Blrds." Nobody secmetl to be wllllng
to drlnk a "Dicky Blrd" to thc future
political greatness of tho Speaker of
the House.
Men who aro famillar wlth llfe dowli

in Georgla are often prono to rcpeat
the story freely circulated thero that
the soft drlnk manufacturers pald
.nbulous sums to help bring about
prohibltion.
In the land of tho mint julep, how¬

ever, the substltuto was a moekcr.
Moreover, it is douhlful lf anybody
stopped to rcmemher that wltli thc
amended law as to Sunday selllng the
tlme will shortly como when tho harm-
1«,fs beverages will go under the ltd.
Soda water dealers expect the blow.
It the pollce are ordered to enforce thc
regulations, confectlonery shops will b_
requlred to hnr tho doors, nnd the on'iy
thlng a thlrsty person can drlnk will be
water. It may not mean clvll war, but
the signs of a South Amerlcan rcbel-
llon are ln thc wlnd,

Pocket Produet Brlak.
Ju. t ns prohlbltlon encourages the

hlp pocket trado, so did the club fea-
ture of thc Byrd bill convlnce the cltl-
zens that they must prepare to cross
th. desert before midnight Saturday.
Ii happoned, thercfore. that the bottle
trade was brlak, plnts and half-plnta
belng in demand, wlth the less lntoxl-
csting brew kpcoiuI hy a head nnd run-

nlrig strong. Only tho wise men looked
ahead.
The others wero caught without no¬

tice. They did not know that the Byrd
bill was an eniergcncy measure, the
BUpposltlon being that it would become
Offectlvo in ninety days, after the mitn-
ner of all decent laws. Instead, how¬
ever, It wns put Into forco when tho
Oovernor slgned it with a flourish: no¬
body. tor that rnatter, asked about tho
owner of tlm pen. If thp Instrument
which brought on the unquenchable
torture had heen dlsplayed around the
clubs it could havo done vallanl servlce
in framing a protest.a protest that
would bo so biting nnd flory that old
Scathlng Arralgnment would have been
left at tho post.

Itrncer Ilemnnd Strong.
But whlle they swore softly aud took

the sltuation wlth such grace as they
could. the club folk mado morry at the
cxpense cf those who had to have lt.
There was a current report. once upon
a tlme, that the man who licks up an

unusual amount of the stuff on Satur¬
day needs a littlo more on Sunday.
Hls system rcqulres lt, the Byrd bill to
thp con^rary notwlthstanding.

VVIthotvt tli(? br'acer, lf thoso wlio read
«re to put credenee in the current re
T>orts afnre.aid. a mnn is apt .to go to
pleces llko a steam onglne tliat need*
cold water. To prevent an increase
in tho mortallty rate. tlio llfe saving
squads and the automohile battallons
camo bravely to thc- rcscue. plcked un
littlo bunches of the sufferers and
whirlcd them away toward sldoboard
glory. The victims Imaveil slghs of do-
llght, rubbed their.solves and llngered.

Great I)uy For Yl.lUng.
The very fact that the law puts

whiskey beyond the reach of mortals.
wlth the command that they sluill not
touch it, merely .rrvi-s to hinke them
trlve all the mon- lo get it. The temp-tatlon ls greiitost ivhc

tbe way, bui. ln a clty
liospltality there ls al\
whlch leads to the bei

It was because or ti,
Induced an old-timer
nlght that more liquoi
ln Richmond yesterda
prevlous Sunday, and
none was serVed ln tho
ulous were ln a Vlsltli
Vambled from plan- ti
s nlp here tind anothei
*« run rlngs around
will bo no more Sund
the clubs, but Saturday herenfter will
bc the barroom's b_rg:tin day. Had a
.I.amplon of the Byrd bill wanderod
tnto one of the clubs the frost to -.-

hlm would havo beon thlcker than
that which cllngS to thp tall glns.,^ out
of which thn fragrant mlnt sends forth
Its sprjngtime blesslng.

SEABOARD STANDS ALONE
Other Rou'ls lu South Tnke No Actlon

ln Spcclnl Part. Rnte lliiv
Rallroad men in thls terrltory are

not prepared to say whether thc
Southern and the Atlantlc Coast Llno,
whlch includes the Louisvllle iind Nash-
vllle, wi'.i meet tho new order Issued
hy the Seaboard Air Llne relntlng to
a 2-cent rate for narttos of ten or

Independent
deelslon of

:n- Assoola-
to be cater-

il companles

of. and contrary to
tl,,- Soul li .,~',-rii I'.
tlon. ti.( .eal oard ls
1ng espeelally to thi
that sought, but coi
festoratlon ol partj rates, iViiocs
not. howovor. conflne tho rate tc. these
or other .organlzatlons. hut compjy-Ing with a rule of the Interstate Com¬merce rommlfsloii, gives li to the .-.-*rai publlc.that Is, ln partlos of tenor more.
Sh ild tlu ith.

Joln wlth thi Beabo
matorlallv rod
penses of 1 nseball
pnrt of interstate
glnla. however, pla;

cents a mlle, wlt
bluek arrangenient,
maxlmum rate.

MU HIIIU Arreated,
Mlss Irvlc Hlllis was arreated yos-terday by Policeman Hulcher on u war-

rent charglng her Witjl SSSBUUlng _^Ii-.-s
L. B. Lyn.h. Tho young woman wai
not taken to the tatlon house, hut
was paroled by the o flicr-r fnr her ap
penrar._(: In court thia mornlng.

WHERE POLICY-PLA YERS GO SEEKING FORTUNES THAT NEVER COME

Above.Entrnncc to pollcy shop next <o Pen Mnr Snlnon, on Franklin Slrcci, Aborc.Eulrnnoe lo pollcy shop nn Smith Tenth Street, nenr Cary Street.
nenr Sev entecnth. Ilclow.Entrnncc to pollcy sliop nt 210 North Sereutecnth Street.

Below.F.nlrnnee <o pollcy nltop on South i:i_,lith Slrect, nenr Cnnni Slrccl.

Policy Shops Flourishing on Wages of Negroes Who
Gather Daily to Stake Small Coins on Turn of Wheel

Biglit Places Visited in
Week and Addresses of

Six Others Secured
From Players.

NOTWITHSTAND1NG mnny re¬
cent raids by the police. the
approhenslon of proprietors
und the rosultlng $20 flne and
day in Jall. imposed by Justiee

Crutchfleld under an ordlnanco which
would permlt a m-iximum flno of $500
and n prison term of twelve months,
tho pollcy shop business in Richmond
U still considered luerative. stlll af¬
fords to many a negro an easy means
jf living. and, incidentally, is still a

jcod investment for those white men
ivho aro back of the game.
Only an initiatcd few know the cx-

Icnt of tho traitic, and realize how
irolltabic it Is both to tho whlte in-
rcstors and to tlie negro managers and
tlielr runners, Shops aro open every
luy, end overy morning and overy af-
lornoon one inay see.if he be fortun-
xte enougli to get inside.negro la-
aorers, crap shooters, cocalne scllers
ind every clnss of crlmlnal known to
the police come Iri to lay down their
nickels, dimes, or lt may bo more,
reaching for the winning numbers,
which are practically never returned.
llno num Is known to have played the
gamo every day for twenty years. It
has cost him $375. and he has never
Won a cent. /Hundreds of others gam-
hle regularly, always hoping for .1

lucky turri of tho wheel of fortune tliat
mny bring Ihcmi $10 or $20. At.raro
Intervals some lucky man sees his
numbers chalked up on the blnek-
broad, rakes in lils money and gives
new life to tlioso who are stlll amonj:
tho always hopoful.

Klng of the Pollcy Shops.
There cre in Hlchmond now probably

twenty or twenty-ilvo Hliops, all of
:hem opcrating every day. Fourtcen
:iave been deflnltely located by a re-
3orter of Tlio Times-Dlspatch, and
jlght of the fourtcen have been vlsited
by the same roporter, who played In
less than a week nlno timos.twico In
ano plac->. But ho got notliing for hls
pains or hls money save a much-'deslred
gllmpse of that phase of negro life
rarely seen by a whlte man. Ho saw
tho eager-eyb'd players come in wlth
thelr lonely nickels.dimes were very
few.ancl lay them on tho tablo for
ticket, whlch never brought anything
in. !"<. saw those sume negroes ro-
turn after nlghtfalt aiid scari witli
hopefui eye tha boards on whicit tlie
numbers woro traced ln chalk. lie
hc-ard them iluiim tho gamo and cur_e
thoir folly, though lt wns only a nlckel
lost. But it Is a nlckel every day, and
often tho last 5 cents tho player has.
*-'ii:l the negro ls a born gitmhler, and
lf It camo to a plnch he would enst.
off his last Bhred of clothlng ln a
throw for luck,
The larger gamos---that is, tho larger

books.ure ftaanccd hy prominent whito
men, <me or two of whom aro known
and lik.-d for their klridly dlsposltlon
and their affabillty. Tlio hlggest pol¬lcy financler, tho klng of them nll, Is
one ni tho bost known men in Rlch¬
mond, a man who consorts wlth the
dlgnttari-s of tho Stnto and the olllclals
of tho clty,

Ceuirnlly Located.
A few of hls rrlends are well ne-

qualnted with tlio fact thnt ho ls back
of a buslness whlch Is in fhtgrant vlo-
lation of tho law; sonie offlclals may
know it, hut ho ls so flrmly and safolyshlelded bohIt*d hls wrlters..thoso, who
inuuagc tho sliops and keep thc book..
that no one could touoh hlm. even if
they would. When the wrlters aro
caught and flned, uiul jalled, perhnps,
i'. matters llltle, for tho ownor of tlu
buslness pays tlie flno, nnd the shops
are too profltaule to iic, glven up on
account of eoismh.l a foo aa tlmt im-
posed by the Police Court Justiee. Tlierislc. ol capturo and flne lu [akon Intoacoouht uiul placed un tlio deblt Bldo
Of tha books, and at tlio ond of lh.-
month, or the year u handsome gur-
plus ls shown. Tho wrlters are pald
gi'iierully hy commisslon, and thoymake onough to iiv_ on. Runners areI omployed, and there ls, of course, u

Where Reporter Found Policy Shops Flourishing
1. In rcnr of Monnc-rnni Snlnon, 210 North Seventcenth

Street t vlnlted on Wcdnesdny nflernnnn.
2. In rcnr of alley ncit to Pen Mnr Snloon, 1703 Enst

Franklin Street; vlsited on Wednesday nftcrnoon.
3. In rear of Mnronl & Ailainl'« snloon, TentU nnd Cnry

Streets; vlsited on Tuesday afternoon.
4. In rcnr nf I". W. Sangulnetti's saloon, Elghth nnd CannI

Streets; vlsited on Tuesdriy nftcrnoou.
5. In rcnr of Emlllo Garsoli'a snloon, Fourtecnih nud

Rrond Slrcets; vlsited on Tuesday nflcrnoon.

0. At plnce of II. D. nrown, 307-309 North Second Street |
vlsited on Fridny aftrruoon.

7. In rcnr of 42(1 Uruok Avenue; vlsited on Thursdny
afternoon.

8. At end of alley runnlng next door lo 2110 Enst Mnln
Street; vlsited on Frlday afternoon.

0-14. Whlle innkinK the rounds the reporter secured tlie
addresses of slx othor pollcy nhopn, whlch, however,
It wns imposslble for him to vlslt pcrsonnlly durini;
llmlted tlme nt lils dlsposul.

littlo office rent to pay. Offices are

generally ln thc renr of saloons. Out-
sldo of these small expenses, tho busl¬
noss is all clear proflt.
Most of tlio shops are centrally lo¬

cated.on Cary Stroet, near tho to¬
bacco factorles, whero trade is easily
secured; on Brook Avenue and on

Soventeenth Street, and in varlous sec¬
tlons of Jackson Ward.

Pollcy Business.

Pollcy business ls somewhat compli-
cated, nnd even many of those who
play overy day cannot glve a deflnlte
account of thc manner of operatloVt.
The playor slmply gambles on the
chanco that hls choson numbers will
turn out to bo tho lucky ones.
Writers are at thelr desks twlce a

day to hand out the tlckets. on which
the numbers nro wrltten, and two
drawlngs nre held. Tho first drawing
is generally between 1 and 2 o'clock;
tho second between 7:30 and 9 o'clock.
Most of tho playing Is for tho evo-

ning drawlngs, to which tlie players
come trooplng ln by twos and threes
lo bear whether they have won or lost.
Two tlckots nre mado out. one for the
player and a duplicate for the shop.
The plnyer keeps hls tlcket, and the
shop tlckets are placed ln some sort
ot wheel or whirligig,-whlch is manlp-
ulated ln the centrai shop and nover
seon by the players. Thoso numbers
thrown from the machlno aro the wln¬
nlng numbers. Tlckets aro mado out
ln three numbers, on whlch the player
lays 5 cents for $10, or 10 cents for
$20, and so on. Certain comblnations
of numbers may be formed, and the
chances for wlnnlng aro Improved.
or supposcd to be.

Must Dream Them.
Of the elght shops visited by Tho

Timcs-Dispntch reporter; who was, of
course, dlsguised In tho role of an ar-
dent pollcy playor, tho lirst was that
at Elghth and Canal Streets, where
un old-time darky, apparentty a rellc
of plantatlon days, was soated at his
dusty dosk nwaltlrig buslnoss.' He was
rather startled to soe a whlto porson
suddenly enter his littlo den, but was
renssured when the visitor asked for
"8, 18, 28, in GrlJTlth's book." Ha
scratchod off tho numbors on n sllp of
paper, copled thom ln his book, and

STORM BROKE AS PROPHET SHOUTED,
AND HEARERS FLED FOR THEIR LIVES

Oonstornntlon In blg letters was
created among tho colored poople ol
Sldney yestorday und waves of torror
aoo'ompanied the gathorlng of lieavy
hluck clouds that flnally broko ln a
downpour of raln.

''Houses woro splkcd down nnd
eyorythlng movable was mudo fast to
ear.th and tho populatlon set out to
offor up oarnest prayoru," suys the
Byo Witness.
The groat Prophet .Totor had sud-

donly turned up ln S'idncy wlth somo
strange predlotlops; He planted n
hhiiid-ii-d flag on the fonco of a negrochurch, nnd sat up a great tree, whlch
ho carrled. Then ho bcgun to toll tlm
people about a rapidly-approachlngcyclone, Whlch would wlpe Kldnoy offtho map. Hls hoarors woro awe*
strlokou, ancl tnanv of thoin got busyrlght away, naillng down ovorythlnkmovable.

CaiiMud ii Sliimpedr.
Tho Prophet mudo lils warningu all

recelved a dlme. "Thlnk they're lucky
numbers?" he was asked.

"Well, they mou't be; then again
they moutn't. You mus' dream de
numbers, If you dreanis 'om, you mout
win. You 9ho'ly mus' dream 'em."

Mouruful Crmul

The ofllce was not more than ten feot
square. It contalned every imaglnable
pleco of rubbish. A small lamp on the
tablo gave out a tltful glare, and a
llttle sunshine streamlng through a

lialf-open skyllght helped confuse one's
eyes. The furniture conslsted only of
a table nnd two chalrs.ono of them
made out of half a barrel and an old

tho moro Impresslve by referrIng to
hls predlctlons Just before Uirlstma
of tlie nianv blg fires hore. He had
not closed his services two hours when
a, small stonn came up; Tho negroes
wore suro tliis was the beginnlng o

tln- expected cyclono, and tho wlIdost
oxcltemont prevalled. The churchos in
that sectlon had no trouble in getlng
u crowd. Spoakeasles wero o!o8«'.
crap jolnts suddenly shu of(
noss, and nll the bad negroes cecame

good aud harmless on the spoi.

Aftor ho had concluded hls servlee
Iho Prophet shouldorcd ,hl» tlP° ' ''
with tho red flag ln ono hand, .ng
a warning, took up a nW_pju '. Wnon
he reacholi Broad Streot at Hancotk,
li" had a largo following of J»eu, wo

men nnd chlldron, Now and, tlu-n e

would stop and ropeat lilsKPWggH .'
to tho crowd, clnlming thnt hei got his

Information cliroctly "from above.
.leter is a saintly-looKing negro. wl«h

quoor eyes and a small bullot-sna "¦

head. Whon walking ho « '-»"«"jlooking to tho ground wlth boweu

chair seat. Pots and pans wero strcwn
around in a perfect lltter, nnd a plle
of coal and some klndling wood lay on
the floor by tho hot stove. Around
the walls were threo blackboards.one
for the numbers lu Grltllth's book, one
for "Berry's" and the third for "Little
Junk." The visltor received hls ticket
and walked out. When ho returned
for tho drawlngs, a little before !>
o'clock at nigiit, the placo was lllled
wlth waiting negroes. Tbe white man
sat down and listened to the conver-
satlon, his presenco excitlng only an
occasional glnnce of eurlosity. The
writer i-end a newspaper.
. "Jly mency's gone," said ono when
the winning numbers were flnally wrlt¬
ten up. "Las' 5 cents I had. too. Ain't
got no coal; aln't got no wood, ancl
there ain't nothlng to eat at my house.
Was hopin* I'd wln to-day. cos' I boun"
to have some money," Ho squlrted a
stream that nearly put a quictus on
tlie stove.

The. others sat round in mournful
silence. "I suttenly did dream them
numbers," he slghed, "but even
dreamln' don't seem no use." He lod
the way out, nnd n sllent string of
negroes filed down tho alley way lnto
the four quarters of the clty. They
were dead broke, and looklng for an¬
other nickel to play agaln the next
clay. '

All Very Pollte.
Tlio second shop vlsited Is nt Tenth

and Cary Streets. SItuated In the rear
of a bar-room and entered only
through an lnnocent-enough looklng
gate opening on tlio street, tho shop
is securely hldden from a too ln-
qulsitive eye. Everybody wns out
when tlio reporter came, and there
was a long wait before tho writer, a
young man of fashion, entered. Tho
numbers were sprting on hlm, he
was Informed that they had been
dreamed ln tho propor way, and the
ticket was soon forthcomlng. Two or
threo others entered, and tlckets and
nickels were rapldly exchanged. Like
the flrst shop, the second was- dark
ancl dlngy. The remains of n broom
were boneath tlie table, but thc house-
hold Implomont had never been used
ln that plnce. Rnblilsli was strewn nll
about, and several anclent, hats, on
whlch lay tho dust of years, were
hanglng on tho wnlls. In ono corner

head, or has hls head thrown back
and lils hollow eyes fastenod on tlie
sky. He is then supposed to bo look¬
lng into the lionvena, awaltlng pre-
diclions or mesuages of somo klnd to
bear to the peoplo here. He has a.
host of staunch believors.

Crowds lu Parks Drcnclicd.
Tho storm of yesterday camo sud-

denly ln tho mldst of tho sunshlno of
a summer-llke afternoon, and, belngancompanled hy sheots of raln andhigh wlnds:, causod excitomont amongothors than the negro followors of
the Oreat Prophot .leter. Hundreds
of people were in tlio parks nnd on
tho streots, and many a new and prot¬
ty spring'dress was drenched. At Byrd
Park thore wns n scumper for sheltur,
but many peoplo woro cauglit ln tho
downpour nnd soaked througli 'ano
through. By nlghtfall tho clouds woro
beglnnlng tti dlmippeur and a llttlo
later a brlght niooii came forth into a
clear sky, and tho crowds went to the
streots agaln.

Regulation $20 Fine and
Day in Jail Has Xo

Terror for .Men in
Business.

a rabblt's foot, tied to two tobacco
bags, was suspended to ward off hartn.
It swayed sllghtly in a falnt breeze
which drlftod through the room, and
tho whito inqulsitor ohlverod aa hc
wondered v.-)iat hoodoo might be work¬
ing from thnt fateful paw.
Ho sllpped out, but not before n

pleasant lnvltatlon to call agaln was
extended to him. Others passed In
and out, and tho buslness for thc day
seemed tn be tliriving.

All Knew Where 'I'liey Were.
Other shops wero entered in turn.

Sometlmes it was ratlicr dlfllcult to
locato them, but a few whlspered ln->
quirlcs, a menttpn of certaln tmnibers
drcamed, aml a watchful eye were
found to work well, and a nod, a wave
of tlie hand or a mutterod word would
discloso the place. Several tlmes thc
inqulsitor butted uncercmoniously into
places that were found to be quiet
and orderly ubodes. A hasty npology
nnd another mentlon of those numbers
drcamed, smoothed thc way. and oftcn
tho peoplo would direct lilm on.

Tn one instance the reporter walkod
right into a kitchen. A very dlminu-
tive negro glrl, evldently Just returned
from school, was soated hy tho stove.
conning lier day's lessons. .She looked
up In surprlse, but was evldently u_ed
to such Intrusions, for she was not
alarmed. She dlrected tlu: way to the
shop through another door, ai thore
hor father was busily engaged wrltlng
tlck tersf oa half-dozen men.

Dlfllcult to Entcr.
The busiest shops are thoso ln

Butchertown and on Sevcnleenth
Stroet. Thero are dens aro not only se-
cretcd behlnd bar-rooms nnd in for-
biddlng alleys, but mechanical gonius
is called lnto play to ward off detec-
tion.,
The writer opens and elosos the door

by means of a string. one end of whlch
is nt his desk. A small window or loop-
hole sliows thc- approach of all, and
one.must bo careful If he would galn
entraitce. If susplclon ho dirccted
agalnst him,, he sees no more than the
idoor before hlm and a pair of eyes
petring at hlm from bohind. lf he
secms to bo all right the Inteh-strlng
is pulled: ho wnlks ln und tho ticket
is secured.

Tlio wrlter in the shop In tho alley
near the Pen Mur snloon is whlte.
Tlils place is much patronlzed by whlte
men. Grlffith's book is tho chlef book
here. Anotherv,shop is found by go¬
ing through the front door of thc
Monogrum saloon. It, too, wns very
busy. Factory hands wero conilng
homo from thoir day's work, ancl stop¬
ped by to lay a nlckel on Grlffith's
book, Berry.'s, Ky, .lug or Llttle Junk.
Still nnother writer doos hls busl¬
ness in hls living room. While lio wns

cngnged wrltlng of" tlckets his wlfe
was slttlng by sowing, and a small
child' romped on tho floor. T.io place
was entered before ho had a chance to
turn hls head. It was far back from
tlio street, wlth several doors Inter-
vonlng, and ho liad no pullcy system,
He wrote a ticket willlngly enough,

Much Encouriigeiiiciit.
In overy Instance tho wrlters were

pollte ancl cordl-.il. They hnve an en-
couraglng word for tho loscrs, and
encouragoment Is in use all tho tlme,
Eyo'ryw'iere tho shops aro difnoult of
approach, and lt would he imposslble
for an. ofKcer ln uniform to galn cn-
trance. Many of the gamblers havo
beon cauglit,' however, hy one means
or nnother; but all hnvo returned to
tlm game. Tlio maximuni punlshmeiit
would break up tlie business or bndly
cripple it. But tlie vlolators havo been
on easy terms wlth tho lnw, and thus
things jro smoothly on. Owlng to pollco
vlgllance, tho places are not run as
oponly as thoy were onco, and, Indeed,
ut ono tlmo several of them luing out
slgns that buslness wns suspended for
a time. Operatlons woro Uiinmanced
ngnin, and smull monoy strealSted lnto
the coffers of thoso who could aasllv

IN RATE FIGHT
North Carolina Mcrcliants Cotui-
tcrmand Orders.Lynchburg

Lays Down.

CHAMBER WILL ACT TO-DAY
Inland Committce to Dctcrmine

Ftiture Procedure in Norfolk
and Western Suit.

ii . Vr.K ,ot! th0 G"'oncous nssutnptl.mthat Vlrglnla clties nro eitdeavorihg 16prevont tho reductlon of frelght ratefrom tho West to Wlnstoti-Salein andI'm ham, u number of North Carollna
mercliants havo count .rmnnded ordcr_heretofore placed wlth dealers Iu thls
Stuto, tbus empliasl/.lng tho purposo otresolutlons recently passed by com¬mercial ot-ganlzattons severely crltlclz-
iug wholcsalo houses nnd Jobbcrs ofthls sectlon.
Following thls evidence of dl::ap-

proval. the Lynchburg Board of Trado
has forniully announced that lt wlU
take no further part In tho suit of tho
North Carollna Corporatlon CommlH.slon
ngalnst the Norfolk and Western Rall¬
way. The orlglntil protest was dUo to
the fact thnt I.yticlilnirg and Roanoke
onjoyed a choapcr rate thnn Wlnston-
Salcm and Durham, nll those towns bo¬
lng reached by the Norfolk and West¬
ern system.

Vlrglnla Clties Filcd Brlcfa.
Other Vlrglnla clties, through thelr

commercial bodles, asked leave of thc
Interstate Commerce Commission to
Htibmit brlefs setting forth the Vlr¬
glnla end of tho controversy, the ldea
bolng to glve moral support to Lynch¬
burg und Roauoke, wlthout nttcmpltng
to perpetuato dlscrlmlnatlon agnlti'ji
tho Carollna polnts.
Because of thls unrxpectcd movo on

the part of tho Lynchburg Bonrd of
Trade, Iho Inland commltteo of tho
Richmond Chamber of Commerce will
hold a meeting at noon to-day to dls¬
cuss the sltuation and to present tho
Richmond slde of the case lntelllgcntly
and wlthout blas.

Ctrmrntit to Hcnr Evidence.
Interstatn Commerce Commlssionor

Clcments will conduct nt Ralelgh Ort
March '-Vtlt an lnqulry, which will be
the most Important Of Its knd ever
held ln the South. Ina.much n» a com¬

plete readjustment of rates win follow
any order compelling the Norfolk and
Western to glve Wlnston-Salem and
Durham the same tariff as thnt whlch
applies to Lynchburg nnd Roanoke.
Other Ncrth Carollna clties, however,
will entT a protest unless tho South¬
ern. the Seaboard and tho Atlantlc
Coasl Llne put them on an equal foot-
ing. In the event that these roads nre

forced to cut rates. tho North Caro¬
llna Jobber wlli control practlcally all
tho buslnesp, thus eliminatlng from
this tleld the more cxtenslve trado
centres of Virginln.

Thlnk fn_e Will Fall Through.
Satlsfied. apparently. that i>r-.sont

condltions woubl nidt be di.-turi.ed. the
frelght trnfllo department of tho Nor¬
folk and Vs .stein suggtated to tlie
Corporatlon Commission tliat lt appeal
dlrect lo the Federal rato-m .klng body.
Tlie company's contentlon was that
Wlnston-Salem and Durham were lo¬
cated at the extreme end of two spur
llnes. ono reacblng out from Roanoke
and the other from Lynchburg. It wns
claimed by tho road that It wns un-
reasonable to suppose that Richmond
and Norfolk. for Instance, whlch have
water lr. tiRportation. should be put
mi a basls wlth two smaller towns
whlch depend upon branch llnes for
frelght trafflc. Although they nsturnl-
ly deslro the cheapest rate posslblo,
there an' mnny business men in North
Carollna who frankly oxpro. s the opin¬
ion that when tho facts ar,- presented
to Commissloner Clemonts tlie case will
be thrown out.

Posltion .\o< t"nd. rstood.
"To my mlnd," said a shlpper yes¬

terday, "it is unfortunate that our
North Carollna frlends should mlsun-
derstand our posltion. None of us aro
frying to deprlvo Wlnston-Siilem and
Durham of a lower rate. We do con-
tetid. however, thnt Richmond and
Norfolk in partlcular should enjoy a
more llberal tariff than Inland towns,
located on branch llnes. The tiuestlon
of water competltion, long ago estae-
llshed by the government, ls too deep-
rootcd to be disturbed, and lt Is a
question, moreover, whlch ought to he
clearly understood. Although wo are
not hostlle to other clties. lt is incon-
ceivablo thnt we should urge the adop¬
tlon of rates whlch would deprlvo
Richmond of the right of tradlng in
the Carollnas nnd Georgia. The con-
cession demanded by Wlnston-Salem
nnd Durham. If made to apply to all
Carollna clties. would give Carollna
jobbers a complete monopoly, Just as
lt would scriously restrlct our oppor-
tunitlcs for oxpanslon. Sentlmcnt
plays a very smtill part In business to-
day. Richmond stands wlth New York
and Baltimore in the rnatter of rates.
yet notwlthsrandlng that we could not
enter a Stato whero prlcos and frelght
charges have enabled us to soll."

carn a livlng by stlcking to tho path
of hohesty. The business is always
successful, for the negro is by pollcy
as the-white man ls by pok.r. He will
go hun'gry to play.and he still goes
hun cry.

Whor.e it Is stated that theso shops
wero belng run "in rear" of certain
saloons 11 is not meant actually wlth¬
ln tho barrooin, but ln an outhohse or
shed on tho same lot, whlch may be,
and probahlv ls. rented hy some per¬
son not connected wllh tlie saloon It¬
self. Nono nf these saloons secure 1
a renewai of llcense um.er the new
Dabney onllnanco.

The I.urklng lliinger.
Last Frlday. .larch 13th, wtio ep-'.i-

slderod a good ,day to pluy. nnd every
man wlio ever lald a nlckel on threo
numbers gathcrod togother nll hla
sparo change and put It ln pollcy. It
was a rich harvest for the sl.or-s, but
tho rabbtt's foot worked a hoodoo nn

the players,
Dark and secret as tho shops aro,

they aro always patronl/.ed. A few
white men llko thc gamo, but lt Is inont
extensive among tho negroes. Al¬
though the chanco ls dead agnlnst
them, and though they lose thelr colns
day after day, week tifter woek, the
fond dream that hls numbers mny ono

day como true continuously goads tne
negro on to play agaln, ancl tho writ¬
ers and their backors. some of thom
already wealthy, flourlsh by despolling
thoso who put tholr money and thelr
Caith In the turn of n whool.
But the .writers pay somo llttle

prlce, besides expenses, for runnlng
tho shop, for thoro Is always tho drcad
of a pollceman's tread nml the dangor
that ono day tlio law may bear hard
onough on them to put them under a

llno of $500 and send them to Jall for
twelve months.

Ui-ol.e I'p ''Skin" tiiime,
Sergeant Amos nnd Poiiccmiui Schllrtf

spollod a littlo gamo of 'skin" last
nlght, and six negroes handllng the
cards were wero taken to tho Second
Htation.


